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COMPANION ANIMAL VETERINARY
SURVEILLANCE NETWORK

CAVSNET Antibiotic Prescribing in
Dogs & Cats (2021-2024)

The Companion Animal Veterinary Surveillance Network (CAVSNET) is a public-private partnership that
enables collection and analysis of companion animal veterinary data on health and disease. Over 1,200
primary care and referral practices share pet records that include information on signalment, clinical
conditions, procedures, diagnostic tests, and prescriptions. During 2021-2024, CAVSNET received data on
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Antibiotic use can lead to
development of resistant

bacteria. Monitoring
these important drugs
helps veterinary
professionals optimize
prescribing to preserve
their effectiveness.

85% of prescriptions

for dogs, 15% for cats

Rate of Prescriptions
per 1,000 Patients
2021: 340
2022: 333
2023: 324

2024: 321

Antibiotic selection was
similar across US regions,
with third-generation
cephalosporins,
aminopenicillins with beta-
lactamase inhibitors, and
nitroimidazoles most
commonly prescribed.

Learn more about CAVSNET at cavsnet.umn.edu. Obtain free antibiotic stewardship resources at arsi.umn.edu.

7,953,600 systemic antibiotic prescriptions.

Top-Prescribed Antibiotics

Cefovecin use
significantly increased
from 15.7% - 17.5%

Metronidazole use
significantly
decreased from
21.5% - 18.0%
Cefovecin

@ Metronidazole Cefpodoxime

@® Amoxi-Clav

@ Amoxi-Clav Cephalexin @ Metronidazole @ Clindamycin
@ Doxycycline @ All Others ® Doxycycline @ All Others
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WHO Antimicrobial Categories

Year

1.7%

@ Highest Priority CIA
@ Highly Important Antimicrobial

Critically Important Antimicrobial (CIA)

0.01% were categorized as for
Human Use Only, Important
Antimicrobial, or Not Medically
Important

Source: World Health Organization

Funded by U.S. Food and Drug Administration through grant number 1U01FD007061-01.


https://cavsnet.umn.edu/
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/gcp/who-mia-list-2024-lv.pdf?sfvrsn=3320dd3d_2
https://cavsnet.umn.edu/
https://arsi.umn.edu/
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/gcp/who-mia-list-2024-lv.pdf?sfvrsn=3320dd3d_2

